STATEMENT OF POLICY
OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL RELATING
TO FURNISHING WRITTEN OPINIONS
Adopted March 29, 1962

The Attorng General othe State ofilinois makes the fiblowing staement ofpolicy
relating to tle constitutbnal and statory dutyto give writen opinions

A. Persons to Wom Opimons Will Be Issued

1. The Attorney General will furnish written opinions as required by laweo t
Governor and other elected and appointed State officers upon legal or
constitutional questions relating to the datad those officers, respectively.

2. The Attoney Generawill furnish written @inions to tle officersof either
branch of the General Assembly and chairpersons and minority spokespersons
of committees thereof on matters that relate to their duties as such.

3. The Atbrney Gewral will consultwith and alvise theseveralState's
Attorneys n matterselating to tle duties oftieir offices and will éirnish
written opinons to Stats Attorng/s in mattes relating taheir official duties,
when apprpriate.

4. The Attorney General is not authorized to furnish written opinmiiset
officers d, or attorreys for, pblic corporaéions, municipal cormrations,
townships or other political subdivisions of the State, inatb®ence of
specific satutory autbrity providng therefo.

5. The Attorney General is not authorized to furnish opinions to prp&tsons
or entities.

B. Form in Which Opinion Requests Should Be Made
1. Requestmust be ithe form & a letter andaddressed tthe Attorng

General, attention Opinions Bureau, 500 South Second Street, Springfield,
lllinois 62706.



2. All requets must cotain a clegrconcise gestion of lav and a complete
statement of the facts describing the situation out of which the legal issue
arises. The Attorney General will not seek out the facts or infer tretiguie
from enclosed correspondence. All requests should name a person whom the
staff of he AttorneyGeneral ray contact taliscuss theeguest.

3. Requests made by executive officers, by chairpersons, directors, heads or
executive secretaries of boards, commissions, departments and agencies of the
State, by officers of the General Assembly and its committees and
commisions and bystate's Abrneys nust be signe or endorsg by such
officers.

4. Requests from officers under the jurisdiction of the Governor must also be
forwarded through his office, in accordance with his policy.

C. Situationsm Which No Opinion WII Be Issued

1. The Attorney General will not furnish opinions regarding the exeadis
executive jdgment odiscretionnor on quesbtns of fat.

2. The Attorney General will not furnish opinions on questions scheduled for
determin&éon by the ourts.

3. No opinon should b requestednless &ona fideneed exists\othe party
requestingtiwith respetto the perdrmance bhis or her fficial duties.

4. For a paitularly difficult and mportant gestion oflaw, officials should
resort to a ddaratory julgment ation wheneer practicale, and the &orney
General my recommand this or ther coursesf action tlat may be rare
appropriate than the issuance of an opinion.

D. Miscellaneous Provisions

1. Offices requestig opinions ad intereste private paies or other
governmatal agencie may subm memoanda of lanand policy ad other
statemerg and mateal for the onsideratia by the Attoney Genera Such
material should be submitted to the attention of the Opinions Bureau in the
Springfidd office d the Attorrey General.

2. All official opinians of the Attorney Geneal are signé by the Attoney
General. Informal opinions and other letters signed by Assistant Attorneys
General areat officia opinions.

3. All opinions are on file in the Attorney General's office in Springfield.



4. These guidelines do not apply to the furnishing of interpretive opibiotise
Attorney General as administrator of the Franchise Disclosure Act of 1987
(815 ILCS 705/%t seq).

5. In order for the Attorney General to act in the best isteref the public and
the State, duidelinesare subjecta exceptiorwhere speail circums$ances
can be shown to warrant an exception.

Please not#hat it is veryhelpful fa the Attorng General tdbe appriseaf all
background information relating to an opinion request. Further, any information retathrey t

practical efectof any paitular resoltion of a qestion poseé should bericluded wih a request
for an opinion.



