
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Digital Citizenship 

Finding the Positive: A project encouraging students to  

find ways in which technology can be used for the social good 

Grades 9-12 
 

Step 1:  Have students read about positive ways people have used the Internet, mobile phones and 
other emerging technologies to mitigate or solve problems. 

Examples 
a. EcoFinder iPhone Application – An application that helps residents find places to recycle. 
b. Reverse 911 – A nationally used tool through which cities text the local population to 

warn about an emergency.  For example, in May 2010, Boston used this technology to 
warn residents about a local water crisis. 

c. Facebook – Use of Facebook to take a positive, proactive role in the community.   For 
example, in April 2010, a student in New Jersey made a Facebook page to protest the 
state’s proposed education budget cuts. 

d. Social Networking Sites – Use of Facebook and other social networking sites for social 
change.  For example, the protests against the Iranian government (2009) and FARC in 
Columbia (2008). 

Step 2:   Assign a research project – have students find more examples of positive uses of 
technology.  Have a class discussion about the findings. 

Step 3:  Brainstorm about local problems for which technology could be used to help. 

Step 4:  (Optional)  Have students work in teams on some of the ideas to help solve or create 
awareness about local problems.  The school could then sponsor a “Positive Technology Fair” 
(similar to a science fair) to display the student’s projects.  
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Step 1:
  
Have students read about positive ways people have used the Internet, mobile phones and other emerging technologies to mitigate or solve problems.
Examples
EcoFinder
 
iPhone
 Application – An application that helps residents find places to recycle.
Reverse 911 – A nationally used tool through which cities text the local population to warn about an emergency.  For example, in May 2010, Boston used this technology to warn residents about a local water crisis.
Facebook
 – Use of 
Facebook
 to take a positive, proactive role in the community.   For example, in April 2010, a student in New Jersey made a 
Facebook
 page to protest the state’s proposed education budget cuts.
Social Networking Sites – Use of 
Facebook
 and other social networking sites for social change.  For example, the protests against the Iranian government (2009) and 
FARC
 in Columbia (2008).
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Assign a research project – have students find more examples of positive uses of technology.  Have a class discussion about the findings.
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Brainstorm about local problems for which technology could be used to help.
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(Optional)  Have students work in teams on some of the ideas to help solve or create awareness about local problems.  The school could then sponsor a “Positive Technology Fair” (similar to a science fair) to display the student’s projects. 
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